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WHAT IS THE CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY
• Sponsored jointly by the U.S. Census Bureau and 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
• Primary source of labor force statistics 
• Source of numerous high-profile economic statistics
• National unemployment rate
• Employment data
• Earnings data
• Collects extensive demographic data that 
complement and enhance our understanding of labor 
market conditions in the nation overall, among many 
different population groups, in the states and in 
substate areas
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WHAT IS THE CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY
• Administered by the Census Bureau using a 
probability selected sample of about 60,000 occupied 
households
• Households from all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia
• To be eligible to participate in the CPS, individuals 
must be 15 years of age or over and not in the Armed 
Forces.
• No upper age limit is used. 
• Full-time students are treated the same as 
nonstudents.  
• People in institutions, such as prisons, long-term care 
hospitals, and nursing homes are ineligible to be 
interviewed in the CPS. 
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WHAT IS THE CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY
• Households are in the survey for 4 consecutive 
months, out for 8, and then return for another 4 
months before leaving the sample permanently. 
• This makes it possible to match records from 
multiple CPS files.
• One person generally responds for all eligible 
members of the household. 
• The person who responds is called the ‘‘reference 
person’’ and usually is the person who either owns 
or rents the housing unit. 
• If the reference person is not knowledgeable about 
the employment status of the others in the 
household, attempts are made to contact those 
individuals directly. 
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CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY 
SUPPLEMENTARY SURVEYS
• In addition to providing data on the labor force status of 
the population, the Current Population Survey (CPS) is 
used to collect data for a variety of studies on the entire 
U.S. population and specific population subsets. 
• These studies keep the nation informed of the economic 
and social well-being of its people and are used by federal 
and state agencies, private foundations, and other 
organizations. 
• Some CPS supplemental inquiries are conducted 
annually, others every other year, and still others on a one-
time basis. 
• The frequency and recurrence of a supplement depend on 
what best meets the needs of the supplement’s sponsor.
• See handout
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DATA AVAILABILITY
• Printed reports
• Tables
• Microdata files
• CPS data can be obtained by download via file transfer protocol 
at the DataWeb FTP page -
http://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/ftp/cps_ftp.html
• Requires statistical software such as SPSS or SAS
• Other Census Bureau resources provide tools to search and 
retrieve CPS data 
• DataFerrett is a tool and data librarian that searches and 
retrieves data across federal, state, and local surveys, executes 
customized variable recoding, creates complex tabulations and 
business graphics - http://dataferrett.census.gov/
• The CPS Table Creator gives you the ability to create 
customized tables from the Current Population Survey Annual 
Social and Economic Supplement - http://tinyurl.com/kktw94m
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ANNUAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SUPPLEMENT
• March 2005-2012--Annual
• Expanded sample of about 78,000 households 
(about 1,100 households in Nebraska)
• Provides data concerning family characteristics, 
household composition, marital status, educational 
attainment, health insurance coverage, foreign-
born population, previous year’s income from all 
sources, work experience, receipt of noncash 
benefits, poverty, program participation, and 
geographic mobility. 
• Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage 
in the United States: 2011
• http://www.census.gov/cps/data/
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Nebraska Counties in CPS sample
Based upon map received from Denver Regional Office
FIPS code County
31025 Cass County, Nebraska
31033 Cheyenne County, Nebraska
31047 Dawson County, Nebraska
31055 Douglas County, Nebraska
31067 Gage County, Nebraska
31071 Garfield County, Nebraska
31073 Gosper County, Nebraska
31079 Hall County, Nebraska
31081 Hamilton County, Nebraska
31095 Jefferson County, Nebraska
31105 Kimball County, Nebraska
31107 Knox County, Nebraska
31109 Lancaster County, Nebraska
31115 Loup County, Nebraska
31119 Madison County, Nebraska
31153 Sarpy County, Nebraska
31155 Saunders County, Nebraska
31167 Stanton County, Nebraska
31175 Valley County, Nebraska
31177 Washington County, Nebraska
31179 Wayne County, Nebraska
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Income: Nebraska vs. U.S. and Kansas based on 3‐year averages
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Difference between NE & KS
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplements
Note: this shows the gap in income growth‐‐the 4.3% difference with 
KS in 2009‐11 stems from NE growing 1.6% while KS declined 2.7%
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Nebraska Income Growth Relatively Good Lately
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The gains/incentive for Higher Education very stable over time
SELECT CPS FAMILY AND 
HOUSEHOLD STATISTICS
In 2012, the U.S. had 73.8 million children under age 18 
living in households. 7.1 million or 10% lived with a 
grandparent (or had a grandparent living with them).
 Can break this by certain components:
• 9% of kids with health insurance live with a grandparent
• 16% of kids without health insurance live with a grandparent
In 2012, of 21.3 million married couple families with 
children < 15 in the U.S., 5.3 million or 25% had a “stay-
at-home” parent
 3.6% of all stay-at-home parents were dads, the highest 
percent ever in available annual data since 1994
• Percentage of stay-at-home dads has doubled vs. 1990s levels 
• Based on 5-year averages the number of stay-at-home dads has increased 
from 70,000 in the mid 1990s to 171,000 currently (+144%)
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Example of CPS data and 
findings “in the news”
When you source something, be 
as specific as possible: say CPS 
(and maybe the supplement 
and/or table number)
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FERTILITY
• June 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012—Biennial
• Select prior years back to 1976
• Provide data on the number of children that 
women aged 15-44 have ever had and the 
children’s characteristics.
• Report: Fertility of American Women: 2008
• http://www.census.gov/hhes/fertility/
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CPS shows declining family sizes now stabilized
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Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research
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Additional CPS data show “larger” family sizes steadying
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Uptrend in Women with no children has generally continued
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Don’t forget CPS figures can have “sampling error”
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Can go to a larger geography, timeframe or group to see trends
VOTING AND REGISTRATION
• November 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012, Biennial
• Provide demographic information on persons 
who did and did not register to vote. Also 
measures number of persons who voted and 
reasons for not registering. 
• Voting and Registration in the Election of 
November 2012
• http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/socdemo/voting/
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New report shows Blacks had the highest voting rate in 2012
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NEBRASKA VOTER REGISTRATION AND 
VOTING RATES BY AGE: 2012
Age Group % Registered % Voted
18-24 47.0 40.3
25-44 63.8 53.8
45-64 74.5 67.4
65-74 85.8 80.5
75+ 81.4 73.5
All ages 69.5 61.6
Note: the margin of error on these figures is fairly large, at 
+/- 4 points or more.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, CPS, Nov. 2012 (table 4c)
May be other local sources for such data as well.
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NEW JERSEY 73.0 26
ALASKA 72.8 27
ILLINOIS 72.7 28
KENTUCKY 72.1 29
MARYLAND 72.1 29
PENNSYLVANIA 71.9 31
OHIO 71.1 32
GEORGIA 70.7 33
CONNECTICUT 70.4 34
IDAHO 70.0 35
NEBRASKA 69.5 36
INDIANA 69.2 37
NEW MEXICO 68.6 38
TENNESSEE 68.6 38
FLORIDA 68.3 40
WEST VIRGINIA 68.1 41
NEW YORK 67.9 42
TEXAS 66.9 43
OKLAHOMA 66.1 44
CALIFORNIA 65.6 45
ARKANSAS 65.3 46
ARIZONA 65.2 47
NEVADA 65.0 48
WYOMING 63.9 49
UTAH 63.5 50
HAWAII 58.9 51
Registered to Vote in 2012 by State
STATE
Percent of 
Citizens 
registered Rank
UNITED STATES 71.2 n/a
MISSISSIPPI 84.2 1
DIST OF COLUMBIA 83.4 2
MINNESOTA 79.0 3
NORTH CAROLINA 78.9 4
MASSACHUSETTS 78.7 5
IOWA 78.2 6
WISCONSIN 78.1 7
MICHIGAN 77.8 8
LOUISIANA 77.1 9
MAINE 77.1 9
MISSOURI 76.7 11
NEW HAMPSHIRE 75.9 12
SOUTH DAKOTA 74.8 13
VIRGINIA 74.6 14
NORTH DAKOTA 74.5 15
COLORADO 74.4 16
KANSAS 74.4 16
OREGON 74.3 18
ALABAMA 73.5 19
RHODE ISLAND 73.5 19
VERMONT 73.4 21
DELAWARE 73.3 22
MONTANA 73.3 22
SOUTH CAROLINA 73.3 22
WASHINGTON 73.1 25 27
CPS allows quick and easy 
state-to-state comparisons
Voted in 2012 General Election
STATE
Percent of 
Citizens 
Voting Rank
UNITED STATES 61.8 n/a
DIST OF COLUMBIA 75.9 1
MISSISSIPPI 74.5 2
WISCONSIN 73.6 3
MINNESOTA 73.2 4
MASSACHUSETTS 70.8 5
COLORADO 70.4 6
IOWA 69.4 7
NEW HAMPSHIRE 69.4 7
NORTH CAROLINA 68.9 9
MAINE 68.6 10
OREGON 67.6 11
DELAWARE 67.3 12
VIRGINIA 66.9 13
MICHIGAN 66.8 14
LOUISIANA 66.3 15
MONTANA 65.7 16
WASHINGTON 65.6 17
MARYLAND 65.1 18
SOUTH CAROLINA 64.7 19
IDAHO 63.9 20
MISSOURI 63.9 20
NORTH DAKOTA 63.9 20
KANSAS 63.3 23
VERMONT 63.3 23
OHIO 63.1 25
CONNECTICUT 62.7 26
RHODE ISLAND 62.5 27
ALABAMA 61.9 28
GEORGIA 61.9 28
NEW JERSEY 61.9 28
NEBRASKA 61.6 31
NEW MEXICO 61.6 31
PENNSYLVANIA 61.6 31
ILLINOIS 61.5 34
SOUTH DAKOTA 61.0 35
FLORIDA 60.8 36
INDIANA 59.3 37
KENTUCKY 59.3 37
WYOMING 58.9 39
NEW YORK 58.7 40
ALASKA 58.4 41
NEVADA 57.9 42
CALIFORNIA 57.5 43
UTAH 57.0 44
ARIZONA 55.9 45
TENNESSEE 55.7 46
TEXAS 53.8 47
ARKANSAS 53.3 48
OKLAHOMA 52.4 49
HAWAII 51.6 50
WEST VIRGINIA 47.8 51
Nebraska 
somewhat 
better on 
this 
ranking; 
near U.S. 
average
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COMPUTER AND INTERNET USE
• November 2007, October 2009, October 2010, 
July 2011, October 2012
• Provide information about household access to 
computers and the use of the Internet.
• Computer and Internet Use in the United States: 
2011 
• http://www.census.gov/hhes/computer/
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CENSUS INTERNET CONNECTIVITY SCALE
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Area
Connect from 
home and 
elsewhere, and 
from multiple 
devices
Rank on this 
"Highest 
Connectivity"
United States 27.0 n/a
Colorado 35.8 1
Dist of Columbia 34.0 2
Maryland 33.5 3
Minnesota 33.4 4
Washington 33.0 5
Connecticut 32.6 6
New Jersey 32.6 6
Alaska 31.3 8
New Hampshire 31.0 9
Kansas 30.7 10
Oregon 30.5 11
Nebraska 30.4 12
Vermont 29.7 13
Massachusetts 28.9 14
Virginia 28.8 15
Missouri 28.6 16
California 28.1 17
Arizona 27.8 18
Georgia 27.7 19
Wisconsin 27.6 20
Florida 27.5 21
North Dakota 27.5 21
Illinois 27.4 23
Utah 27.3 24
Michigan 27.2 25
South Dakota 26.9 26
Iowa 26.8 27
Rhode Island 26.2 28
Texas 25.9 29
Hawaii 25.7 30
Maine 25.6 31
Ohio 25.1 32
Wyoming 25.1 32
Nevada 24.9 34
New York 24.9 34
North Carolina 24.9 34
Pennsylvania 24.8 37
Louisiana 24.6 38
Oklahoma 24.2 39
Indiana 23.6 40
Kentucky 23.1 41
Idaho 22.4 42
Tennessee 22.2 43
Delaware 21.9 44
New Mexico 21.3 45
South Carolina 20.8 46
Montana 20.7 47
Alabama 20.1 48
Arkansas 20.1 48
Mississippi 19.9 50
West Virginia 17.2 51
32
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Area
No internet 
connection 
anywhere, no 
computer at 
home
Rank on this 
"Lowest 
Connectivity"
United States 15.9 n/a
Mississippi 26.8 1
New Mexico 21.7 2
South Carolina 21.6 3
West Virginia 21.5 4
Tennessee 21.2 5
Arkansas 20.8 6
Texas 20.5 7
North Carolina 20.4 8
Alabama 19.9 9
Kentucky 19.6 10
Louisiana 19.0 11
Indiana 18.7 12
Missouri 18.7 12
Hawaii 18.2 14
Oklahoma 18.0 15
Dist of Columbia 17.9 16
Ohio 17.0 17
Delaware 16.6 18
Virginia 16.6 18
Montana 16.5 20
Pennsylvania 16.3 21
Arizona 16.2 22
Georgia 16.1 23
Illinois 15.5 24
California 15.4 25
Nevada 15.3 26
New York 15.0 27
Iowa 14.8 28
North Dakota 14.5 29
Nebraska 14.3 30
Florida 14.0 31
South Dakota 13.9 32
Rhode Island 13.6 33
Maine 13.5 34
Michigan 13.5 34
Wisconsin 13.2 36
Wyoming 12.7 37
Kansas 12.6 38
Maryland 12.5 39
New Jersey 12.3 40
Vermont 12.1 41
Massachusetts 12.0 42
Colorado 11.0 43
Idaho 11.0 43
Oregon 10.9 45
Alaska 10.4 46
Connecticut 10.1 47
Minnesota 9.8 48
Washington 9.1 49
New Hampshire 8.9 50
Utah 7.5 51
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North Dakota 612 439 71.7 25
Delaware 850 600 70.6 26
Virginia 7,506 5,266 70.1 27
Illinois 12,280 8,601 70.0 28
Georgia 9,334 6,526 69.9 29
Ohio 10,967 7,622 69.5 30
Pennsylvania 12,004 8,347 69.5 30
New York 18,637 12,879 69.1 32
Arizona 6,336 4,337 68.4 33
Indiana 6,121 4,184 68.4 33
Missouri 5,686 3,886 68.3 35
Nevada 2,519 1,719 68.2 36
California 35,459 24,118 68.0 37
Montana 933 631 67.7 38
Alabama 4,449 2,957 66.5 39
Louisiana 4,282 2,839 66.3 40
North Carolina 9,005 5,961 66.2 41
Kentucky 4,133 2,720 65.8 42
Hawaii 1,210 794 65.6 43
South Carolina 4,344 2,819 64.9 44
Oklahoma 3,496 2,260 64.6 45
West Virginia 1,748 1,121 64.1 46
Texas 23,864 15,271 64.0 47
Tennessee 6,057 3,825 63.2 48
Arkansas 2,708 1,661 61.4 49
New Mexico 1,942 1,173 60.4 50
Mississippi 2,772 1,635 59.0 51
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, July 2011
Table 2. Reported Internet Usage for Individuals 3 Years and
Older, by State: 2011 (In thousands.)
Number Percent Rank
United States 293,414 204,596 69.7 n/a
Washington 6,453 5,160 80.0 1
New Hampshire 1,273 1,015 79.7 2
Minnesota 5,063 4,002 79.1 3
Colorado 4,852 3,788 78.1 4
Alaska 664 511 77.0 5
Connecticut 3,344 2,559 76.5 6
Oregon 3,713 2,838 76.4 7
Utah 2,693 2,054 76.3 8
Vermont 599 453 75.6 9
Wisconsin 5,402 4,062 75.2 10
Kansas 2,653 1,992 75.1 11
Massachusetts 6,341 4,722 74.5 12
Wyoming 517 384 74.2 13
Maryland 5,440 4,033 74.1 14
Nebraska 1,694 1,255 74.1 14
New Jersey 8,261 6,076 73.5 16
Maine 1,252 919 73.4 17
Michigan 9,438 6,916 73.3 18
Idaho 1,475 1,079 73.1 19
South Dakota 778 568 73.0 20
Iowa 2,881 2,093 72.6 21
Rhode Island 1,008 728 72.3 22
Florida 17,777 12,778 71.9 23
Dist. of Columbia 588 422 71.8 24
Selected 
characteristics
Total 3 
years and 
older
Individual accesses the Internet 
from some location 
Internet “access” apparently 
not a huge problem for NE; 
“speed” might be another 
story
CHILD SUPPORT
• April 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012--Biennial
• Identify households with absent parents and 
provide data on child support arrangements, 
visitation rights of absent parent, amount and 
frequency of actual versus awarded child 
support, and health insurance coverage. Data 
are also provided on why child support was not 
received or awarded. April data will be matched 
to March data.
• Custodial Mothers and Fathers and Their Child 
Support: 2009 
• http://www.census.gov/people/childsupport/
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE ARTS
• May 2008, July 2012
• To obtain information on type and frequency of 
adult participation in the arts; training and 
exposure (particularly while young), and their 
musical and artistic activity preferences.
• 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts, 
published by National Endowment for the Arts
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SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
• October 2005-2012--Annual
• Provide information on population 3 years old 
and older on school enrollment, junior or regular 
college attendance, and high school graduation. 
• School Enrollment in the United States: 2011
• http://www.census.gov/hhes/school/data/cps/index.html
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VETERANS
• August, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2012, July 
2010--Biennial thru 2009, annually thereafter
• Provide data for veterans of the United States on 
Vietnam-theater and Persian Gulf-theater status, 
service-connected income, effect of a service-
connected disability on current labor force 
participation and participation in veterans’ 
programs. 
• http://www.census.gov/hhes/veterans/index.html
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VOLUNTEERS
• September 2005-2012--Annual
• Provide a measurement of participation in 
volunteer service, specifically about frequency of 
volunteer activity, the kinds of organizations 
volunteered with, and types of activities chosen.
• Among nonvolunteers, questions identify what 
barriers were experienced in volunteering, or 
what encouragement is needed to increase 
participation.
• Volunteering and Civic Life in America 2012, 
prepared by Corporation for National and 
Community Service  
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FOOD SECURITY
• December 2005-2012--Annual
• Provide data that will measure hunger and food 
security. It will provide data on food expenditure, 
access to food, and food quality and safety.
• Household Food Security in the United States in 
2011, published by Economic Research Service, 
United States Department of Agriculture
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USING THE CPS TABLE CREATOR
The CPS Table Creator
Available at: 
www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html
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The End
Contact us on any questions - See 
slide 1 for contact info.
